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REMARKS / ARGUMENTS 

Applicants hereby affirm the provisional election to prosecute the species of the 
invention shown if Figs. 1-4 and claimed in claims 1-8 and 14-17. Non-elected 
claims 9-13 have been cancelled. 

The examiner's objections to the drawings have been addressed in the 
replacement sheets of drawings that are being submitted herewith. An explanation of 
the revisions made is in the foregoing "Amendments to Drawings" discussion on 
page 7. 

The examiner's objections to the specification and claims under 35 U.S.C. 112, 
first paragraph have been addressed in the foregoing amendments to the specification 
and the claims. Regarding the examiner's observations relating to coefficient's of 
friction this parameter is absent from the amended claims. Instead the invention as 
now claimed has "a sleeve disposed between said actuator and said housing, the 
sleeve having a second planar area, wherein said sleeve and said housing comprise 
different materials". The basis for this amendment can be found in paragraph [0021] of 
the specification which states: "In contrast to existing stick shift handle assemblies, 
inventive stick shift handle assembly 10 employs sleeve 26 between actuator 18 and 
housing 22. Sleeve 26 comprises a material having a lower co-efficient of friction C-] 

than the co-efficient of friction of housing 22, C2 " If the sleeve and the housing have 

different coefficients of friction, for either kinetic or static friction, the sleeve and housing 
must comprise different materials. 

In paragraph 15 of the Office Action the examiner states that claims 3 and 17 
would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C 112 1 st and 
2 nd paragraphs, and to include all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. The limitations of claim 3 have been incorporated into independent 
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claim 1, and the limitations of claim 17 have been incorporated into independent claim 
14. 

It is believed that the application is now in form and condition for allowance and 
such action by the examiner is respectfully urged. 



Key Safety Systems, Inc. 
5300 Allen K Breed Hwy. 
Lakeland, Florida 33811-1130 
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Fax (863)668-6130 



Respectfully submitted 




Lonnie R. Drayer 
Registration No. 30,375 
Attorney for Applicants 
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Amendments to the Drawings : 

The attached replacement sheet 2/5 of drawings includes changes to FIG. 2. 
Reference character "37" has been added to FIG. 2 to indicate lubricant. This sheet, 
which includes only FIG. 2, replaces the original sheet 2/5 including only FIG. 2. 
(including changes made) 

The attached replacement sheet 5/5 of drawings includes changes to FIGs. 6 and 7. A 
section line 7-7 has been added to FIG. 6 to indicate the location and direction of the 
cross-section that is shown in FIG. 7. Cross hatching has been added to FIG. 7 
because FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view. This sheet 5/5, which includes FIGs. 6 and 7, 
replaces the original sheet 5/5 including FIGs. 6 and 7. (including changes made) 

Attachment: Replacement Sheets 2/5 and 5/5 
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